Quick Start to Securing Local Sponsorship
Plant the Moon Challenge

The Plant the Moon Challenge (PTMC) is a great opportunity for businesses and organizations to
support local students, highlight support for their communities, and reach more potential customers.
Teams that need outside funding are encouraged to consider garnering local sponsorships to support
their participation in the PTMC. The following information provides guidance on securing
sponsorship for your teams and how the PTMC management can help with special sponsor benefits.

Identify the Ask

The first step in securing local sponsorships is to determine your fundraising goal. Visit
plantthemoon.com for registration costs and team sizing. Determine how many teams your group will
register in the Challenge. Identify the cost of supplemental materials that you'll need to purchase for
your experiment. At a minimum, you will need seeds and most teams want some supplemental soil or
fertilizer. However, some teams also choose to use a grow light or other additional materials that
have an added cost. Local companies or organizations may be interested in helping you cover some or
all of these costs. Some local companies may be willing to donate supplies instead of money. Research
or visit each supply store to identify specific products they offer that will fit the needs of your
experiment. Share your supply list with them and let them know that any contribution is helpful!

Identify the Method of Communication

How will you approach potential donors? There are many forms that your request can take - onsite
visit, phone call, letter, online form, etc. Tell your story and connect with the supporter on a personal
level. Increasingly though, businesses require organizations to fill out online donation request forms,
so it can be difficult to connect to someone directly. Include specifics like the benefits and goals of
your participation in the PTMC, how many students their donation would sponsor, and their return
oninvestment.. This Public Report can be shared to provide more information regarding the reach
and impact of the Plant the Moon Challenge.

Identify the Potential Sponsors

Connect with your community for potential sponsors. Since your team members and local businesses
are part of the same community, a sponsorship with them could be mutually beneficial. Brainstorm
businesses and organizations that have direct connections to the PTMC - farm supply, hardware,
greenhouses, and other agricultural stores are a great start. Let potential sponsors know that
donations can be monetary or in the form of supplies. Many different types of businesses may be
willing to support local students, so be creative! Oftentimes, local banks, grocery stores, insurance
agents, and other community-focused businesses will be interested in educational sponsorship
opportunities.


http://plantthemoon.com/register/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHHVjLvrfP5WWUPRzM51Y8CzCLfzUuVW/view?usp=sharing

What Sponsor Benefits Can Your Group Offer?

What can your sponsor expect to get out of a financial commitment? Everyone wants to help students
succeed, but small businesses have tight budgets. Create a sponsorship package that supports their
business goal - reaching more customers. ldentify ways that you can spread information about their
business to your local community. Some potential sponsor benefits that you could offer include:

e Social media shoutouts from your school, county, or other organizational pages
e Mention as a sponsor in press releases with local media organizations
e |nvitationto host a booth at a school or county showcase event

What Sponsorship Benefits can Plant the Moon Challenge offer?

To help schools and educational nonprofits that want to secure a sponsor for their participation in the
PTMC, local school sponsors can be recognized through the PTMC as follows:

e Individual Team Sponsors: if you have a company that sponsors a single team for your group
of students to participate, we have created a PTMC Local Sponsor Certificate that can be
shared to help recognize their contribution to the program. Feel free to copy and personalize
this PTMC Local Sponsor Certificate for any donors who contribute to your participationin
the Plant the Moon Challenge.

e Two or More Team Sponsors: any company that sponsors two or more teams for your
school/organization to participate, will have their logo and link to their website listed on the
PTMC sponsorship page to highlight their contribution publicly.

e Five or More Team Sponsorship: if your school, organization, or district has a sponsor
supporting five or more teams in any season of the PTMC, additional benefits will be provided
including: website recognition with the company name, logo, and short description on the
PTMC website, a unique social media shoutout post on PTMC channels, and inclusion in an
email newsletter shared with the entire PTMC network reaching over 20,000 subscribers!

If you think your sponsor qualifies for pass-through benefits, please reach out to us with more details
at ptmc@competitionsciences.org.

Identify Follow Up Action Items

What's left after you've secured your sponsor(s)? Ensure you follow through on any stated
sponsorship benefits. Reach out to the PTMC Management Team if any donors qualify as
pass-through sponsors noted above so they can be added to the website and receive their social
media shoutout. Don't forget to send a thank you note or video shoutout from your teams to the
sponsors as well. Some groups like to include a thank you poster or sponsor certificate that
businesses can display. Any way that you can easily recognize the company for their support is very
helpful in continuing the relationship. And remember, the PTMC management team is here to help
however we can. Never hesitate to reach out to ptmc@competitionsciences.org.
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